"Help, my dog is growling!"


Think of growling as a good thing.  It's a way a dog warns that he is uncomfortable with a situation.  It's his lowest level way of saying that whatever is going on makes him uncomfortable. Many people mistakenly think growling is bad, so they punish the dog for it.  They make the dog stop growling, but do nothing to address the reason WHY he growls.   So then, if the dog is in another situation in which he feels uncomfortable, he may snap without growling, since he's been punished for growling in the past. Then he is accused of "biting with no warning."  It's not really his fault, as he's been repeatedly corrected for growling.
Instead, an owner should address the reason WHY the dog growls. Take steps to make him feel more comfortable with the situation, so he has no reason to growl.  Depending on what is going on, a good way to help the dog is to use treats to help him build a positive association. If he growls at another dog coming too close, before the dog gets too close, start offering him treats to keep his attention on you and not growl.  Don't wait until he growls and then treat, or you reward that and he'll continue to growl at the approach of another dog. The idea is to keep the other dog at enough of a distance that your dog doesn't feel threatened, and gradually decrease the distance between the two without causing your dog to feel the need to growl, and while still feeding treats.  It can take several or more sessions, but if done correctly you can help your dog feel comfortable.  The same process can be done with anything, human or animal, that makes him growl.
  
If he growls during grooming, use the same concept, feeding treats BEFORE he starts to growl, and doing small parts of the grooming regimen.   Gradually increase what you do, while treating him, until he can tolerate the whole thing with no growling or stress.   

You can apply this concept to any area of your dog's life, until you have a dog that seldom growls as he doesn't feel the need.   And, you will have built a great level of trust, since the dog sees you understand his discomfort and work to help him feel safe, rather than punishing him for telling you he's uncomfortable.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another part of puzzle is making sure you aren't rewarding growling by trying to talk soothingly to your dog.  All that does is tell him that you approve of his growling.  You are still not addressing WHY he is growling in the first place, but instead of making it go away by correction and setting him up to bite without growling and warning, you will simply increase the growling by rewarding it.  A dog is not human and doesn't understand your soothing talk is supposed to make him less afraid, he only knows you are supporting him.   The ONLY way to address the situation that really will have long lasting results is by helping him build a positive association with whatever is causing him to growl in the first place.
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